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Courtesy photoAfter being honored at the State House, from left, Eric Magers, co-founder of Seaside 
Sustainability, and Megan Podeszwa and Jack Nessen, both of Salem Sound Coast Watch were given a tour 



of the State House Executive Office and West Wing Renovation by Senate Minority Leader Bruce Tarr of 
Gloucester. 

     

MANCHESTER — Twenty storm drains across Gloucester will become canvases for local artists 
looking to send an aesthetic message to make litter bugs think twice before throwing their trash 
on the ground.  

Seaside Sustainability will be initiating Drain smART, collaborating with the Gloucester Clean 
City Commission and Jack Nessen of Salem Sound Coast Watch, which completed a similar 
project in Salem. Seaside Sustainability will be looking for local artists young and old to submit 
their ideas on its website, www.seasidesustainability.org, under "local initiatives." 

The group will select storm drains in high foot traffic areas and the young artists will paint their 
own intricate designs on and around the drain. The paint jobs will serve as a reminder that the 
drains connect to the ocean, so any chemicals or trash thrown down them flow untreated into 
the marine environment.  

This is just one of the many projects that led Seaside Sustainability to be honored at the 
Massachusetts State House earlier this month in recognition of its commitment to environmental 
sustainability, education in environment, and local environmental initiatives. Secretary of Energy 
and Environmental Education Matthew Beaton presented the award to co-founder Eric Magers 
at the State House on May 8.  

The company also received a citation from the State Senate recognizing its leadership in 
environmental education, while Emily Arthur and Magers received two citations from the House 
of Representatives for great dedication and hard work as co-founders of Seaside Sustainability 
Inc.  

Besides the drain project, Seaside Sustainability— a hands-on adventure education provider 
with an environmental focus —continues with ongoing initiatives. 

As the fiscal sponsor for partner Cape Ann Marine Partnership's Seabin Project, the company 
recently raised over $1,300 for the Seabin Project. 

The money raised will help pay for the installation of one Seabin, a floating rubbish bin, and one 
Marine Skimmer into Gloucester Harbor to collect marine pollution day and night for an entire 
year. The Seabin will be located at Cripple Cove and the Marine Skimmer will be at Maritime 
Gloucester, according to Magers. 

Two different brands of the same product will be tested as a scientific study to determine which 
holds up best in ever-changing Cape Ann weather. 

http://www.seasidesustainability.org/


At the end of the one-year study, the project will be determine which product is most fit for the 
specific needs on Cape Ann and move forward with the purchase of several more to be placed 
strategically throughout the region. 

Seaside Sustainability is also advocating to eliminate single-use plastic bags and polystyrene 
cups through bans in Gloucester. 

The two-pronged proposal has been stalled for a year in front of a City Council subcommittee, 
but was recently renewed due to a push from the Clean City Commission, Seaside Sustainability 
and Ward 2 City Councilor Melissa Cox. 

 


