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DESI SMITH/File photo/Rockport musician Satch Kerans will perform rock-roots melodies from 3 to 5 p.m. on 
T Wharf during the annual Rockport Harvestfest. The downtown event runs Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
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Courtesy photoOld Cold Tater will perform bluegrass, swing, jazz, and blues tunes in Harvey Park from 12:15 
to 2 p.m. Saturday at Rockport Harvestfest. Band members, from left, are Dana King, Fran Clark, Laurie Keefe 
and Jay Keefe. 

 

Vincenzo Dimino/File photo/Children gather around the Scarecrow after catching him in the Scarecrow Chase 
Costume Parade at last year's Rockport Harvestfest. This year's HarvestFest is 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday 
and the chase begins at Harvey Park at 3 p.m.  

ROCKPORT — Residents and visitors will have the chance to celebrate the season’s spoils with 
live music, local food, and autumnal activities at Harvestfest on Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
The 2017 Harvestfest has expanded to cover Harvey Park, Dock Square, and the historic T 
Wharf with fall festivities after last year’s event drew between 6,000 and 8,000 people.  

 



 

FOOD  

From 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., the Harvestfest Farmers Market in Harvey Park and the Dock Square 
Farm Expo will feature wares from community businesses, including the 139-year-old Seaview 
Farm, beekeeper Anita Deeley, and Angie’s Alpacas.  Tents featuring local nonprofits and 
community groups will line Mount Pleasant Street.  

On T Wharf, a collection of food vendors will offer fresh chowder, poutine, baked goods, 
sausages, hamburgers, egg rolls, vegan dishes and snacks, and more.  

Festival organizer Sarah Kelly says she’s a fan of both Seaview Farm’s local burgers and Twin 
Lights Soda, though she admits that it is challenging to pick a favorite drink or dish.  “It is hard to 
choose a favorite, as all of the Harvestfest food producers and growers work so hard to create 
such a good product,” she said. 

At 11 a.m., local craft breweries and Massachusetts’ award-winning Westport Rivers Winery will 
start selling adult beverages on T Wharf.  For younger attendees, Rockport’s 110-year-old soda 
company, Twin Lights, will offer cups of old-fashioned soda. 

People curious about the culinary arts might consider swinging by the cooking demonstration 
tent on T Wharf at 11:30 a.m. for a session with Christina Ursul. 

Talented bakers and preservers should be sure to register for Harvestfest’s Pies, Pickles & 
Preserves Contest at Dock Square before the noon deadline.  Rockport police Chief John 
Horvath and fire Chief James Doyle will taste each entry before announcing the winners at 3:30 
p.m. 

Between noon and 3 p.m., chef Doug Papows of Pigeon Cove Tavern and Feather & Wedge will 
be serving up tasty treats at T Wharf. 

The annual Seafood Throwdown will take place in the T Wharf cooking demonstration tent 
between 1:30 and 3:30 p.m. 

MUSIC 

From 10 a.m. to noon, the Bohemian String Quartet will perform at Harvey Park, followed by 
local Old Cold Tater’s bluegrass, swing, jazz, and blues tunes from 12:15 to 2 p.m. The band 
Sasquatch will take the Harvey Park stage from 2 to 3 p.m., and Down Home Swing will cap off 
the day with country blues, gypsy jazz, and American folk revival from 3 to 5 p.m. 



A second stage at T Wharf will feature local favorite The Headlands from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
reggae band Pier Ave from 1 to 3 p.m., and Satch Kerans’ rock-roots melodies from 3 to 5 p.m. 

Budding musicians can create their own instruments in the Old Firehouse Trust. Sponsored by 
Rockport Music, the Make-Your-Own Instrument Workshop will run 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES 

The pardoning of the lobster featuring Roy Moore Lobster Co.’s Kenny Porter will take place at 2 
p.m. at T Wharf. The children’s scarecrow chase starts at Harvey Park at 3 p.m. 

Anyone interested in contributing to the event is encouraged to volunteer with Rockport 
Exchange. According to Kelly, volunteers could expect to perform a wide variety of tasks, 
including helping festival-goers compost trash, checking in entries for the pie contest, and selling 
Harvestfest wristbands supporting the event. “The goal is to make this a true community-funded 
event,” she said. 

TRANSPORTATION 

In anticipation of the festivities, Mount Pleasant Street will be closed to traffic for the 
event.  Rockport’s Park ‘n’ Ride program will run throughout the day, with trolley service 
provided by the Cape Ann Transportation Authority. 

ZERO-WASTE INITIATIVE 

In spite of the anticipated crowds, Harvestfest 2017 aims to minimize the amount of waste 
generated by the day’s festivities to the point of producing no trash at all.  Festival organizers 
have partnered with Seaside Sustainability and Black Earth Compost to ensure that attendees 
are provided with adequate receptacles for compost and recycling, as well as an understanding 
of the importance of waste-reduction efforts. Composting and recycling stations will be scattered 
throughout the festival site, and all vendor paper goods will be compostable. 

Coordinator Sharon Kishida explained that volunteers have been working to reduce the amount 
of waste at the festival for several years, but kicked their efforts up a notch three years ago.  

“With each passing year, the vendors have gotten more on board with using compostable food 
service ware.  There are thousands of people that come to this, and we end up generating very 
little waste,” she said. 

Eric Magers, executive director of Seaside Sustainability, emphasized the importance of the 
initiative’s educational component.  “It would be great if people, as they’re coming up to the 
station, could take a moment to talk to the person who’s there. Part of it is getting the reason 



behind "zero waste" out there, and if everyone came away a little more educated, that’d be 
cool,” he said. 

The Recycle and Compost Program hopes to enlist a fleet of volunteers to support the Zero-
Waste Campaign. Volunteers could expect to help the public sort their recyclables, 
compostables, and trash; switch out full recycling bags, trash bags, and compost containers; 
collect recyclables and compostables from bins; and measure the initiative’s results. The 
standard shift length will be three hours, and volunteers will get started at 9 a.m. the day of the 
festival and end at 6 p.m.  Volunteers will receive training on the day of the festival, as well as a 
free T-shirt for a minimum of two hours of work. 

Festival-goers not explicitly volunteering can still help organizers work towards their Zero-Waste 
goal. Magers encourages people to reuse cups, cutlery, and plates for refills and seconds  


