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liquor, plastics 
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ROCKPORT — Residents will be asked to vote on 16 articles when the Fall 

Town Meeting convenes Monday night, including items on affordable housing, 

liquor licenses and a plastics ban. 

The autumnal version of Town Meeting is set to begin at 7 p.m. at Rockport 

High School, 24 Jerden’s Lane. 

Plastics ban 

In an attempt to protect marine life and public health in Rockport, Article O 

proposes to ban two common plastic polluters: “thin-film single-use plastic 

bags” and “single-use straws and mixers.”  

If passed, the designated products no longer will be distributed to customers 

at any retail establishments in town. However, plastic straws and stirrers still 

will be available upon request to customers with physical conditions requiring 

their use. 



The bylaw was drafted by interns at Seaside Sustainability, a Gloucester-

based ocean preservation nonprofit. Selectwoman Denise Donnelly 

encouraged its inclusion on this year’s warrant. 

Donnelly said she hopes it will influence residents to use reusable bags and 

containers for their goods instead of single-use products that 

damage shorelines. “We’re a coast town,” she stated, “and we’d like to start 

this trend.” 

Sophia Corning, an intern at Seaside Sustainability, said she and her 

colleagues originally looked at six items for the ban, including water bottles 

and polystyrene. 

“We felt that bags and straws would be a good starting point,” Corning said. 

Article O points out that plastic bags are not necessarily compostable or 

recyclable. Even those labeled as “biodegradable” “lack sufficient information 

about the time frame and composting facility required for biodegradation,” it 

stated. 

Similarly, the bylaw states that plastic straws and stirrers “take up to 200 

years to degrade and are never fully absorbed by the planet.” It also states 

they rarely are recycled. 

Those violating Article O could face fines. 

For instance, establishments that continue to provide plastic bags or straws to 

the public initially will receive a written warning. The second offense for plastic 

bags will cost a retailer $50. Further offenses will result in a $100 fine. 

Plastic straws have a steeper fine schedule: $100 for the second offense and 

$200 for any further offenses. 

“Most often, we see marine life chocking or tangled in these products,” 

Corning said. “Eventually, the products break down into microplastics and are 



digested by the animals we eat. The pollution goes up the food chain, and the 

science is out on how these microplastics will affect us.” 

IF YOU GO 

Who, what, why: Registered Rockport voters attending annual Fall Town 

Meeting will consider a 16-article warrant.   

When: Monday, Sept. 17, at 7 p.m. 

Where: Rockport High School, 24 Jerden's Lane. 


