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They look like any other crab, minus a splotchy, mossy-green hue on their 

shells and legs, but for area wildlife and foliage, particularly clams and salt 

marshes, they could mean death. 



Green crabs are an invasive species in the area; they eat soft-shell clams and 

bore down into marshes, creating harmful holes, according to Tony 

Murawski, a Gloucester-based commercial clammer and a senior research 

associate with Cell Signaling Technology of Danvers. 

“They’re a problem,” Murawski said of the European green crabs. “They’re a 

nuisance.” 

To help, Cell Signaling has a grant program, with awards up to $8,000 each, 

that helps area environmental nonprofits with different projects and initiatives. 

Seaside Sustainability of Gloucester and Salem Sound Coastwatch of Salem 

have received some of this money. 

Tuesday morning, several Cell Signaling employees, including Murawski, 

went out on a boat with a couple of Seaside Sustainability’s workers to check 

traps and harvest green crabs from the Little River where it meets the 

Annisquam River in Gloucester. 

Removing green crabs helps protect mud flats, said Eric Magers, Seaside 

Sustainability’s executive director. The crabs are “really disseminating and 

destroying oyster beds,” as well as clam beds and ripping out eel grass, he 

said 

The group removed between five and 40 green crabs from each of 13 traps. 

The green crabs were killed for use as bait; native crabs were released. 

“It’s just an unchecked population,” said Elias Witman, Cell Signaling’s 

sustainability coordinator. However, harvesting the crabs from traps won’t 

eventually lead to eradication of the species. What it does is provide data to 

Seaside Sustainability about the population — each of the crabs are sized, 

weighed and gendered. 

“We need to find a market for them,” Murawski said. In Italy, the crabs are 

popular in meals; not so much in the United States. He said if there was a 



demand for the crabs, they would be caught. But without a market, crabbers 

don’t bother. “Right now you’re looking at ways to mitigate them.” 

Magers said unlike some organizations that are simply collecting data, 

Seaside Sustainability is also removing the crabs. This goes on from June 

through September. 

Coastwatch actually applied for a grant to receive acidity level testing kits, 

Witman said. 

While the verdict isn’t in yet on what effect carbon dioxide, or CO2, is having 

on mud flats, Magers said researchers think it’s negative. 

“Essentially what they’re doing is collecting base-line data to see to what 

extent mudflats are sequestering CO2,” he said, adding that if this is the case, 

are they healthy and how does it affect sea life there. 

Cell Signaling helped by donating some of its equipment, too. 

“At CST, science is our passion, and our mission is to find answers to critical 

questions about disease that can raise the quality of life for everyone,” said 

Roberto Polakiewicz, Ph.D., Cell Signaling Technology chief scientific officer, 

in a prepared statement. “We cannot ignore the important link we have with 

each other, our local communities, and the planet as a whole.” 


