
 

Plastic bag ban 

proposal gaining 

traction in Gloucester 
Several groups behind renewed call 
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Those thin, plastic checkout bags used by supermarkets and other stores, 

and those ubiquitous polystyrene coffee cups and takeout containers are 

again under the gun in Gloucester. 

A two-pronged proposal that’s been stalled for a year in front of a City Council 

subcommittee is getting a renewed push from the Clean City Commission, a 

group called Seaside Sustainability, a Gloucester High School environmental 

issues class, and a city councilor. 

Ward 2 Councilor Melissa Cox, filed the proposal for a plastic bag ban along 

with now-former Councilor Greg Verga in late 2015, said Tuesday that she 

and other backers want to focus on educating residents and city officials 

before going forward.  

“We want to do a great deal of education about all of this before we try to 

move forward to council,” Cox said. 



The proposed plastic bag ban and a move to bar polystyrene containers from 

being used when packaging food or other products locally on site were on the 

agenda for the council’s Ordinance and Administration Subcommittee this 

week, but were not taken off the table. 

“Right now, we’re looking to have somebody from the Sierra Club come and 

talk to (the council subcommittee) in an educational format,” said Cox, who is 

running for a citywide at-large council seat this year. “And we want to host a 

forum, just to educate people about what can and cannot do. 

The ban effort is already drawing support from others — including Eric 

Magers, a Gloucester resident who is working with Seaside Sustainability, 

serves on the Clean City Commission, and is a former Manchester Essex 

Regional High School teacher who helped that school’s Green Team play a 

role in getting a plastic bag ban approved for Manchester in 2013. 

Magers said Tuesday he’s planning to meet with students from a Gloucester 

High environmental class and from Landmark School, both of which have 

been gathering information aimed at gauging support for the twin proposals. 

“The kids and I are in the process now of getting the word out about this,” 

Magers said in a phone interview. “I’m going to talk to GHS students and get 

their feeling on how receptive they’ve found people are to it, and I know the 

Landmark students have found that many of the (businesses) they’ve talked 

to have been receptive. So I’m optimistic.” 

Councilors on the Ordinance and Administration Subcommittee that will weigh 

the proposals were lukewarm Tuesday. 

“There are some valid points I think the council should adopt,” said Councilor 

At-large Jamie O’Hara. “I think the piece about the styrofoam cups has some 

traction. 

“But it’s a matter of identifying where we have or see a real problem,” he 

continued. “Everybody’s environmentally friendly, but banning plastic bags, I 



believe, could be a huge expense for retailers, and it would be the little guy 

that would take a beating.” 

Councilor Steve LeBlanc, chairman of the subcommittee, said that, before one 

or both bans are put in place, “there’s going to be a lot to hash out.” 

“I do think it’s going to be inevitable at some point; I actually think it’s going to 

happen statewide or nationwide eventually,” LeBlanc said. “But whether it 

happens here this time or it doesn’t, I just think there would need to be more 

education first and then a little grace period.” Implementation of the 

Manchester bag ban was delayed by six months to allow business owners a 

chance to dispose of bags they had on hand at the time. 

Rob Nelson, assistant director of the Market Basket supermarket in 

Gloucester Crossing, said he also believes any change should come after 

some education outreach to consumers. While he acknowledged that paper 

bags are more costly for markets and other stores, he added that Market 

Basket has done well by reusing boxes to package customers’ groceries, and 

said a number of paper and plastic bags are recycled. 

“I just think it would be more of an inconvenience for the customers,” he said. 

“You know how people are; ‘I’ve used plastic bags for 60 years, and now I 

can’t?’ I just think it would take a lot for people to get used to.” 


